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A Frontier Musical Film
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— A MUSICAL FRONTIER
Some crossed for glory. Some crossed for home.

ONE WARM LINE
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One Warm Line is a frontier musical film
inspired by the Donner Party.
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In 1846, families leave Missouri for
California, chasing land, freedom, and
a better life.

Their road narrows through ambition,
delay, bad information, and brutal weather
until they are trapped in the Sierra Nevada.

Through it all, music carries what
ordinary history cannot: memory, grief,
~ hope, and the will to survive.
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The Donner Party is remembered for
the horror of the winter, but the real
story begins long before the snow.

It begins with families, maps, letters,
ambition, migration, and trust placed

in the wrong promise. : A o SR
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{d f The self made man

The widowed Matriach
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https://on.soundcloud.com/y4CM6nbVxLgez5kWDi
https://on.soundcloud.com/ICuNsggNxYohW1YWFY
https://on.soundcloud.com/2DRhW7dSyieBNnCiiK
https://on.soundcloud.com/npUHMl257ZU3h3G09g
https://on.soundcloud.com/I2otFtwrjUiPNtSkZX

—--c-(-$+n-

James Reed and his family leave
Independence, Missouri, as part of a
wagon train bound for California. Alongside ; N :
the Donner, Breen, Graves, Murphy, and W i, _‘ S o g Wi e i £hes
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When Reed and others are drawn toward oe Sesos o®®

Hastings' untested cutoff, the journey
becomes slower, harsher, and more divided.

After violence fractures the party and
Reed is exiled, the remaining families
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confront his failure and fight his way se® i

back to help rescue the people he D
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.' The Great Salt Desert—
‘a waste of alkali and sun.
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Mary Anne Graves reacts to the |<i”ing of her Family's teamster, John
Sngclcr In E‘Pisoclc 3.
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James Reed saddles Glaucus without a Pistol
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After 152 clags in the wilclemess) | ewis Kcseberg was the last member of the

Donner Part9 to be rescued.
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The storgworlcl of One Warm Line invites the
rich tapestrg of humanitg to re-tell this

timeless tale of hope, greecl, and loss.

The Fo”owing section of thisjournal IS an
introduction to some of the personages that

ac:tua”g lived during the Perilous emigration of
1846.
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Breens left behind something priceless—
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: When other families were at their
fw-u.a.u;-z.f:". 5 / i weakest, the Breens shared what they
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f had and sheltered members of the

Patrick Breen kept a careful journal V - S | , : .

through the storm, the hunger, and 3 - B - - F‘Wd family. In a “"I“: of scarcity, 77 é: 7
the camps. It is the most important : g they chose compassion. o endured The
surviving first-hand account of the ﬂf‘f J{E/ﬁf lhe /ﬂﬂrﬁ‘ 08 . = e maoral horror.

Donner Party.

Through hunger, snow, fear, T Iy 3 e bV The Breens lived through the -~ t

and uncertainty, the Breens. . . N A A P -ogs TR N . ey unimaginable—witnessin
" o am AL 1 B L L 3 i ~ [N
oo held fast to their Catholic 1L - SRR STy Y, N s e things no human should see,
- ﬁfyf‘y vety wneady /::!-t ﬁa-ﬁ faith. Prayer and devotion "R e N R o A b - R " and facing choices that left

: : i . were a strength that carried : . 1T > s ST TRIRY el T : lasting wounds.
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: S Apgainst overwhelming odds, the Breen

family remained together. Their survival

was not easy, not simple, and not without

cost—but they endured.




The Murphg Clan brings the musical its working~c|ass heart: Irish, widowed, Practical,
wounded, and stubbom|9 alive. Led bg L evinah Murpl’mg theg understand survival as a Familg
craft: herbs, hands, prayer, mencling children, grit. Through the compass motif, the

Murphgs become the show’s moral instrument, Pointing not toward easy rescue but toward

s ——— T T

endurance, logaltg, and the courage to keep moving,

——— e ax

1 4
A recent widow, Le_vinalﬁ is the matriarch of five children, two sons-in-laws, and three Cﬂ?ﬂ'f)‘z‘”

grandclﬁildren. If the Reeds represent ambition and leadership, the Murpl’xgs represent the \‘ﬁl‘i{?ﬁ;ﬁ ‘7;:;{& 1 5;";
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human fabric of the wagon train: indispensable and quiet|9 heroic. -
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The Graves Familg arrives late to thejourne% meeting the Donners in Wyoming in August
after traveling west from Vermont. Franklin Graves’ Practical snowshoe exPertise becomes |
essential once the party IS trapped in the Sierra, making him one of the few People with the 4

knowleclge needed to launch the Forlorn Hope. But the Graves also carry one of the '
musical’s most combustible emotional threads: Mary Anne Graves’ love story with John
Sngcler. Their tenderness gjves the trail a rare sl:)ark of 9outh and Possibilitg, which makes
5n9der’5 killing all the more devastating. That act becomes the spine of Act 3, breaking the
xcragile social order of the wagon train, leading to Reed’s exile, and helping tilt the Donner

Partg toward its final fate.
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The Reed Familg gives the musical its'cer}trai 1-:fi :
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emotional engine. James Frazier Reed begins as‘%, 3
man of Polished ambition, convinced that - "0 :

inte”igencq money, and Wi”Power can master the

West, but the trail steaclilg striPs him down to
something rawer and more human. His confidence
helps drive the party toward the Hastings Cutoff,

his ki”ing of John Sngclcr shatters the wagon

train’s Fragile order, and his exile becomes both
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Punishment and transformation.

Beside him, Virginia Reed begins as his bright,
innocent sidekick, a child dazzled 139 horses, |
j.ribbons) maps, and the Promise of California. But”
' as hunger, snow, fear, and separation close in,
¢ Virginia stops merelg reﬂecting her father’s dream
and becomes athero in her own right: awitness, a
survivor, and a young voice carrging light througlﬁ
the dark. Together, James and Virginia form the
._ heart of One Warm Line: the father who must
35 ;' reckon with what his ambition has done, and the
a4 1 daughter who discovers that courage is not :

inherited, but chosen.
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~Margaret “Peggy” Reed

S T

James Frazier Reed
Mother of

Virginia, Patty,
Jimmy, and Tommy

Frequent migraines

Virginia Reed, 13
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Patty Reed, 8

Jimmy Reed, 6

Y, 1, - B

Tommy Reed, 4

Patty Reed’s doll
survived the journey
and is on display in
Sacramento, CA.
Sutter’s Fort.
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