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Mary Anne Graves reacts to the killing of her family's teamster,  John 
Snyder in Episode 3. 



A frontier trial is held to determine James Reed's fate.



Virginia consoles her father in the dark midnight hours before his 
morning exile.



morning exile.

James Reed saddles Glaucus without a pistol, a rifle, or a map.















After 132 days in the wilderness, Lewis Keseberg was the last member of the 
Donner party to be rescued.



The storyworld of One Warm Line invites the 
rich tapestry of humanity to re-tell this 
timeless tale of hope, greed, and loss. 

The following section of this journal is an 
introduction to some of the personages that 

actually lived during the perilous emigration of 
1846.



Luis

Salvadore

Wiyot is our Native American observer, they 
offer an important indigenous voice.

Vaqueros from California, they were 
the only two humans murdered for 

their meat.











The Murphy Clan brings the musical its working-class heart: Irish, widowed, practical, 
wounded, and stubbornly alive. Led by Levinah Murphy they understand survival as a family 

craft: herbs, hands, prayer, mending, children, grit. Through the compass motif, the 
Murphys become the show’s moral instrument, pointing not toward easy rescue but toward 

endurance, loyalty, and the courage to keep moving.  

A recent widow, Levinah is the matriarch of five children, two sons-in-laws, and three 
grandchildren.  If the Reeds represent ambition and leadership, the Murphys represent the 

human fabric of the wagon train: indispensable and quietly heroic.



Levinah (36)*

Meriam (14)

Landrum (16)*

Harriet Murphy (21)^

William Pike (30)*

Sarah Murphy (19)^

William Foster (25)

Naomi (3) &  
Catherine (1)*

Jeremiah (4)*
Lemuel (12)*



The Graves family arrives late to the journey, meeting the Donners in Wyoming in August 
after traveling west from Vermont. Franklin Graves’ practical snowshoe expertise becomes 
essential once the party is trapped in the Sierra, making him one of the few people with the 

knowledge needed to launch the Forlorn Hope. But the Graves also carry one of the 
musical’s most combustible emotional threads: Mary Anne Graves’ love story with John 

Snyder. Their tenderness gives the trail a rare spark of youth and possibility, which makes 
Snyder’s killing all the more devastating. That act becomes the spine of Act 3, breaking the 
fragile social order of the wagon train, leading to Reed’s exile, and helping tilt the Donner 

Party toward its final fate.



Franklin 
(57)^*

Elizabeth 
(45) ~~*

Lovina (11)~

William (17)~

Nancy (9)~~

Jonathon 
(7)~~

Franklin 
Jr. (5)*

Elizabeth (1)**

Eleanor (14)~Mary Anne (19)^



Fosdick

John Snyder (25)* 
Teamster

Sarah Graves 
Fosdick (21)^

Jay Fosdick (23) *

Mary Anne 
(19)^

Mary Anne  (21)^



The Reed family gives the musical its central 
emotional engine. James Frazier Reed begins as a 

man of polished ambition, convinced that 
intelligence, money, and willpower can master the 

West, but the trail steadily strips him down to 
something rawer and more human. His confidence 
helps drive the party toward the Hastings Cutoff, 

his killing of John Snyder shatters the wagon 
train’s fragile order, and his exile becomes both 

punishment and transformation.  

Beside him, Virginia Reed begins as his bright, 
innocent sidekick, a child dazzled by horses, 

ribbons, maps, and the promise of California. But 
as hunger, snow, fear, and separation close in, 

Virginia stops merely reflecting her father’s dream 
and becomes a hero in her own right: a witness, a 
survivor, and a young voice carrying light through 

the dark. Together, James and Virginia form the 
heart of One Warm Line: the father who must 

reckon with what his ambition has done, and the 
daughter who discovers that courage is not 

inherited, but chosen.








